Girl Scouts of Central Texas

Girl Scouts is the world’s largest organization dedicated to empowering girls to be leaders. In partnership with adult volunteers, girls develop leadership skills, strong values, social conscience, and conviction about their own potential and self-worth. Girl Scouts of Central Texas (GSCTX) serves more than 20,000 girls, grades K-12, and nearly 12,000 adult volunteers in 46 Central Texas counties.

Girl Scout Program Levels
Girl Scout Daisies: K & Grade 1
Girl Scout Brownies: Grades 2 & 3
Girl Scout Juniors: Grades 4 & 5
Girl Scout Cadettes: Grades 6-8
Girl Scout Seniors: Grades 9 & 10
Girl Scout Ambassadors: Grades 11 & 12

At the Core of Every Girl is a Leader!

	You are the leaders of tomorrow, but today you are discovering the world around you, connecting with people that will guide you on your journey, and taking action in a world that could use a little TLC!

Through GSCTX, you are connected to more than 20,000 other Girl Scouts in Central Texas, and you are one of nearly three million Girl Scouts across the US. Together you will have a profound impact on the community you live in and the world around you!


Girl Scout Mission

Girl Scouting builds girls of courage, confidence, and character, who make the world a better place.

Girl Scout Promise and Law
The Girl Scout Promise and Law are shared by every member of Girl Scouting. The Girl Scout Promise is the way Girl Scouts agree to act every day toward one another and other people, and the Law outlines a way to act towards one another and the world.

The Girl Scout Promise
On my honor, I will try:
    To serve God* and my country,
    To help people at all times,
    And to live by the Girl Scout Law.

The Girl Scout Law
I will do my best to be
    honest and fair,
    friendly and helpful,
    considerate and caring,
    courageous and strong, and
    responsible for what I say and do,
and to
    respect myself and others,
    respect authority,
    use resources wisely,
    make the world a better place, and
    be a sister to every Girl Scout.

* The word "God" can be interpreted in a number of ways, depending on one's spiritual beliefs. When reciting the Girl Scout Promise, it is okay to replace the word "God" with whatever word your spiritual beliefs dictate.

History of Girl Scouts

[image: image1.jpg]



Juliette Gordon Low spent several years searching for something useful to do with her life. Her search ended in 1911, when she met Sir Robert Baden-Powell, founder of the Boy Scouts and Girl Guides, and became interested in the new youth movement. Afterwards, she channeled all her considerable energies into the fledgling movement. 

Less than a year later, she returned to the United States and made her historic telephone call to a friend (a distant cousin), saying, "I've got something for the girls of Savannah, and all of America, and all the world, and we're going to start it tonight!" On March 12, 1912, Juliette Low gathered 18 girls to register the first troop of American Girl Guides. Margaret "Daisy Doots" Gordon, her niece and namesake, was the first registered member. The name of the organization was changed to Girl Scouts the following year.

In developing the Girl Scout movement in the United States, Juliette brought girls of all backgrounds into the out-of-doors, giving them the opportunity to develop self-reliance and resourcefulness. She encouraged girls to prepare not only for traditional homemaking, but also for possible future roles as professional women—in the arts, sciences and business—and for active citizenship outside the home. Girl Scouting welcomed disabled girls at a time when they were excluded from many other activities. This idea seemed quite natural to Juliette, who never let deafness, back problems or cancer keep her from full participation in life.

Today, Girl Scouts of the USA has a membership of nearly four million girls and adults, a significant growth from its modest beginnings nearly a century ago. In fact, more than 50 million women in the U.S. today are Girl Scout alumnae. We invite you to learn about our robust organization and its rich history. From our willingness to tackle important societal issues, to our commitment to diversity and inclusiveness—Girl Scouts is dedicated to every girl, everywhere.

Girl Scout Days
Special Days in Girl Scouting—All Year Long!
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Throughout the year, girls and adults celebrate some very special days in Girl Scouting.

· Juliette Gordon Low's Birthday, or Founder's Day, October 31, marks the 1860 birth of Girl Scouts of the USA founder Juliette Low in Savannah, Georgia. Juliette started the organization in 1912. Test your knowledge of the Girl Scouts' founder with our interactive quiz. 

· World Thinking Day, February 22, celebrates the birthdays of Girl Guides/Girl Scouts founder Robert, Lord Baden-Powell (1857-1941) and World Chief Guide, Olave, Lady Baden-Powell (1889-1977). To learn about this year's World Thinking Day focus, visit World Thinking Day.

In the United States, Girl Scouting grew out of the friendship between Juliette Gordon Low and Lord Baden-Powell and his sister, Agnes, who began Girl Guiding. World Thinking Day celebrates that friendship and the sisterhood of Girl Guides and Girl Scouts around the globe. The day is also a time to donate funds to the Juliette Low World Friendship Fund. 

· Girl Scout Birthday, March 12, commemorates the day in 1912 when Juliette Gordon Low officially registered the organization's first 18 girl members in Savannah, Georgia. 

· Girl Scout Week is celebrated each March, starting with Girl Scout Sunday and ending with Girl Scout Sabbath on a Saturday, and it always includes the Girl Scout Birthday, March 12. 

· Girl Scout Sunday and Girl Scout Sabbath give girls an opportunity to attend their place of worship and be recognized as a Girl Scout. If a place of worship is the group sponsor, girls may perform a service, such as greeting, ushering, or doing a flag ceremony. These days can also be a time when girls explore other faiths. 

· Girl Scout Leader's Day, April 22, honors all the volunteers who work as leaders and mentors in partnership with girls. Girls, their families, and communities should find a special way to thank their adult Girl Scout volunteers. 

Girl Scout Traditions

Girl Scout Sign

The sign is formed by holding down the thumb and little finger on the right hand, leaving the three middle fingers extended. These three fingers represent the three parts of the Girl Scout Promise. 



Girl Scout Handshake

This is the way many Girl Scouts and Girl Guides greet each other. They shake their left hands while making the Girl Scout sign with their right hand. The left handed handshake represents friendship because the left hand is closer to the heart than the right. 



Quiet Sign

In order to maintain order at lively Girl Scout functions, the leader raises her right hand for silence. The girls follow in the motion; as their hands go up, the conversation stops, until everyone has their hand up and the room is silent. 



Friendship Circle

The friendship circle is often formed at the end of meetings or campfires as a sort of closing ceremony. Everyone gathers in a circle where they cross their right arm over their left in front of them and hold hands with the people on either side. Once everyone is silent, the leader starts the friendship squeeze which is passed from hand to hand. Often the girls will make a wish after their hand has been squeezed before they pass the squeeze along. Also, in some larger groups, the girls put their right foot out into the circle when they receive the friendship squeeze, so that everyone can see it travel along the circle. 



Girl Scout Slogan

Do a good turn daily. 



Girl Scout Motto

Be prepared. 
Girl Scout Troop Leaders
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Becoming a Troop Leader

Do you enjoy guiding girls as they grow into women of courage, confidence and character? Do you want to make an impact on your community? Great! Then being a Girl Scouts of Central Texas troop leader is for you!

Adult leaders guide a specific group of girls in planning and carrying out Girl Scout activities. We offer comprehensive training to help leaders gain the necessary skills to carry out the Girl Scout program. Most training is offered at no charge.

Current Troop Leaders
Being a troop leader means different things for different age groups. When working with Daisies, it may mean leading a craft project, but when working with Cadettes it may mean offering suggestions as they plan a troop trip. Whatever it means to your troop, every troop leader commits to helping their troop be the best they can be. 

Southwood Service Unit

Service units are the Girl Scouts organizational level between the troop and the council. Service units are volunteer run and typically serve several hundred girls belonging to many different troops in one geographic area. Girl Scouts of Central Texas is comprised of nearly 100 service units across 46 counties. 

Volunteer positions at the service unit level fit all skill types and interests. From Service Unit Director to Cookie Sale Manager, there’s a place for everyone interested in volunteering at the service unit level. 

Service Unit Director – Nancy Farthing, Becky Seale, Candie Nunez and Vanessa Willie
To develop, promote, manage and maintain Girl Scouting in a designated geographic area.

Service Unit Event Director – Any Event Coordinator
Coordinate Service Unit program events and/or lead committees in organizing the events to help girls develop to their fullest potential and become competent, resourceful women.
Service Unit FOGS Coordinator – Sherry Peal
Strengthen the council’s financial ability to deliver services to girls and funding promoting Friends of Girl Scouting to families and volunteers. 

To ensure all Girl Scout families have the opportunity to give to Girl Scouts.

Service Unit Public Relations Coordinator – Becky Seale
To assist in implementing the Girl Scouts of Central Texas Public Information Plan by increasing public awareness of Girl Scout activities/news in the Service Unit through the local media (newspaper, radio, television).
Service Unit Registrar – Tiffany Gonzalez
Ensure that Troop and Individually registered member registrations are properly completed and forwarded to Council by providing on the job assistance to troop registrars and/or leaders in the registration process.
Service Unit Treasurer – Candie Nunez
Maintain accurate financial records of the Service Unit and oversee compliance of 

Council financial procedures of troops within the Service Unit.
Service Unit Troop Consultant – Nancy Farthing & Janice Bittner
To provide ongoing program assistance and support to Troop Leaders in the Service Unit to ensure programs of the highest quality.

Service Unit Troop Organizer – Nancy Farthing
To coordinate recruitment events and organize troops within a specific geographical area by which Girl Scout program is delivered to girls

Service Unit Silver Award Coordinator – Terri Rutledge
Work with Service Unit Teen Girl Scouts (11-14 yr olds) to insure programs of the highest quality according to the Girl Scout program, policies and standards
Fall Product Sales Coordinator –  Liz Lewis
Manages Fall product sales efforts for the Service Unit. Trains troop coordinator, consolidates troop order & prepare reports. Pick up products, distribute to troops, collect reports and deposit slips. Distribute prizes. 

Cookie Sales Coordinator  –  Liz Lewis
Manages Cookie sales efforts for the troop.  Trains troop coordinator, consolidates troop order & prepare reports. Picks up cookie orders and coordinates delivery/pick-up by parents.  Receives and deposits money & checks from cookie sales into designated bank. Reorders cookies as needed, collects & deposits all payments, and completes all paperwork regarding sales, including ordering of prizes, etc. for girls.  Distribute prizes. 

Cookie Booth Coordinator –  Angie Miracle
Solicits and coordinates the cookie booth locations for the Cookie Sale. Manages & schedules cookie booth assignments for the Service Unit during cookie sale.
TROOP POSITIONS

TROOP LEADER/S – Plan & conduct troop meetings.  Attend Girl Scout leadership training.  Ensure troop records are maintained.  Familiarize self with available Girl Scout resources.    Attend monthly Service Unit Meetings or send representative.  

ASSISTANT TROOP LEADERS/S – Supports and assists troop leader as needed.  Attends meetings or ensures adult representation meets Girl Scout requirements.    

FALL PRODUCT SALES COORDINATOR – Manages product sales efforts for the troop.  Attends mandatory service unit training in the fall in order to comply with guidelines set by Lone Star Council. Orders are taken for one week in early October. Consolidate order & do reports. In November, pick up products & distribute. Collect money, deposit Council money in bank & give Troop money to leader. Distribute prizes. 

COOKIE SALES COORDINATOR/S – Manages product sales efforts for the troop.  Attends mandatory service unit training in order to comply with guidelines set by Lone Star Council.  Picks up cookie orders and coordinates delivery/pick-up by parents.  Receives and deposits money & checks from cookie sales into designated bank. Reorders cookies as needed, collects & deposits all payments, and completes all paperwork regarding sales.  Paperwork includes ordering of prizes, etc. for girls.  Give Troop money to leader. Distribute prizes. The training is usually in November Cookie sales begin mid January through mid February.

COOKIE BOOTH COORDINATOR/S – Manages & schedules cookie booth assignments for the troop during cookie sale.
FIRST AIDER – Maintains current certification, CPR and First Aid. Accompanies troop on troop trips & events and responsible for bringing and ensuring First Aid kit is properly supplied. 

TROOP CAMP CONSULTANT – Trains to be certified for Girl Scout outdoor skills.  Helps girls plan outdoor activities and teaches girls these skills.  Accompanies the troop during outdoor activities, including overnight trips.  

